
■*
State of California

THE RESOURCES AGENCY

Department of Pish and Game

-ANNUAL REPORT

TRINITY RIVER SALMON AND STEELHEAD HATCHERY
1973-74.

by

Gerald W. Bedell

Region 1, Inland Fisheries

I ' Anadromous Fisheries Branch

.. Administrative Report-No. 75-4

1975



ANNUAL REPORT

TRINITY RIVER SALMON .AND 3/TEELHEAD HATCHERY

19.73-74*/

by

Gerald W. Bedell

Region 1, Inland Fisheries

ABSTRACT

This report describes the operation of Trin-iry River Salmon and Steelhead

Hatchery for the period July 1, 1973 through June 30, 1974. King salmon

(Oncorhynchus tshawytscha)» silver salmon ((). kisutch), steelhead (Salmo

gairdnerii gaixdnerii) and sea-run brown trout (S. trutta) were reared.

Tables present the numbers of adults spawned and eggs and fish produced

and planted. The appendix tables present the numbers:,of eggs and fish

shipped and received, and daily weather, water temperature, and fish

trapping data for the fiscal year.
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INTRODUCTION

This is the sixteenth consecutive fiscal year report covering operation of

the Trinity River Salmon and Steelhead Hatchery, located near Lewiston,

Trinity County. The hatchery was constructed by the United States Bureau

of Reclamation to compensate^ for spawning areas blocked by the Trinity

River project. The California Department of Fish and Game began operation"

of the permanent installation on May 15, 1963. Operation and maintenance

costs are paid by the Bureau.

This report describes operation of the hatchery from July 1, 1973 through

Juus 30, 1974. Copies of previous-annual reports are available upon

request from the Anadromous Fisheries Branch, Sacramento.

BUDGET

The estimated hatchery operating budget.for fiscal year.J.973-74 was

$247,300.00.

Total - Salary and Wages $138,970.00

Fish food ■ • 82,950.00

General expense 3,300.00

Chemicals 3,000.00

Nets and Seines - 300.00

Telephone - ' 500.00

Postage ' . ■ 100.00

-Travel, instate 2,400.00

Recurring maintenance of facility __ 5,000.00

Vehicle operation, automobile 6,180.00

Rental of refrigeration unit ._ 3,600.00

Equipment, misc. replacement 500.00'

Equipment, misc. additional 500.00

Subtotal $247,300.00

Administrative "charges. 32,149.00 •

TOTAL ' $279,449,00

Due to adjustment in Salary"and Wages, fish food, and Administrative charges,
actual expenditures amounted to '$278,767.00

- PRODUCTION SUMFlARY

King salmon entered the hatchery from September 6 through November 8.

Silver salmon began entering the hatchery October 4. "The run ended

December 17. Steelhead were trapped at the hatchery from October 23 until

April 5. Thirty-nine brown trout entered the hatchery between October 23

and December 17. . " c.."^ •* ...

'•— •■•...,
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Production data are as follows:

Number Yearlings or

Number Eggs fingerlings broodstock Total On hand

Number females taken or planted or planted or kg June 30

Species trapped spawned received transferred transferred planted 1974

King

salmon . 5,212

Silver

~alir.or._ 8,081

Steeihead 162

Brown

trout 39

TOTALS 13,494

902 2,833,000 798,376

3,294 7,858,000a/5,676,517

136^/ 1,083,655 184,729

26 55,227

4,358 11,829,882 6,659,662

946,2.54 42,923 900,000

18,620 2,570 357,400

411,212 18,041 840,400

23,030 533 33,000

1,399,116 64,067 2,130,800

- .. Includes 1.003,680 later shipped to Prairie Creek Hatchery; 1,200,480 to Mounr

v, ■ Shasta Hatchery; 600,240 to Moccasin Creek'Hatchery.

~"' Comprised of 75 broodstock and 61 wild Trinity females.

HATCHERY OPERATION

All production fish were reared on a diet of Oregon Moist Pellet (OMP).

\ total of 166,893 kg (368,000 lb) of feed produced "64,067 kg (141,268 lb)
of fish during fiscal year 1973-74. The feed conversion rate (kg of feed

required to produce 1 kg of fish) was 2.6. -

The winter of 1973-74 was one of the wettest on record in the Lewiston area.

Over 152 cm (60 inches) of rain caused high, muddy flows in the river past

the hatchery and may have destroyed many of the king and silver salmon eggs

which had been spawned in the gravel. A peak flow of 388 m3/sec (13,700 cfs)
occurred on January 18. Flows of more than 28_.m3/sec (1,000 cfs) occurred
as late as June, 1974 (Appendix Table 3). Muddy water which registered

more than 100 JTU (Jackson-Turbidity Units) persisted during much of February
and March and resulted in poor growth of fish in "the hatchery and raceways.

The L. R.^Meyer Company of Escondido, California was the successful bidder

for salmon carcasses at Trinity River Hatchery during tKe 1973-74 season.

Mr. Meyers' crew picked~up 39,174 kg (86,380 lb) of king and silver.salmon
at the hatchery. No fish were given to charitable institutions this year.

The hatchery had 12,817 visitors in 1973-74. We counted 1,621 anglers using

the river adjacent to the hatshery during the fly fishing only season from

the Saturday preceding May 30 to September 15. Guided tours were provided

for several of the larger groups of visitors, most of which were front schools,
in the area. • • ~ •>-•••














































